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It is time to make arrangements for letting the unoccupied
lands. Had offers of ten thousand dollars for them for pas-
turing, to which the lands have been put for the last three
years. But they prohibit him from pasturing them; say
it is not proper that lands which are to be used for a navy
yard, though not occupied, should be pastured. Glisson
told them the crops would not be gathered as hay. They
did not want it should be. He said to let the grass and
weeds grow and perish on the ground would breed disease.
But his views were disregarded. Porter, he says, is the man
who answered him and gave the orders.

Commodore Melancthon Smith called later in the even-
ing. He says Porter is trying to flourish and make a noise
in order to be noticed in the papers. Has appointed a large
number of boards to examine ships, engines, etc. Over-
looks the Bureaus, which can furnish all the information,
but he wants officers to move about and report. Has Golds-
borough chairman of one board; has detached Stringham
from a court martial and ordered him on another board;
and has other boards in embryo. Tells Commodore Smith
and other Chiefs, if they want anything, to apply to Mm,
not to the Secretary.

The officers of the Navy and Army were presented to-
day to the President. He said there were so many Navy
officers that he supposed Congress would be for reducing
the Navy. There were about sixty of them, and over two
hundred of the Army officers, but the Navy men say the
President made no remarks to the Navy [sic] branch of the
service indicating reduction.

March 13, Saturday. John P, Hale, the worthless and
worse than worthless Minister to Spain, is continued,
and Perry, the efficient Secretary of Legation, is dismissed,
provided the Senate consents.

The papers contain ten or more general naval orders,
most of them frivolous and captious, manifesting great zeal
to differ with, or cast reflection on, the late Administration